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Squamous cell carcinoma of the umbilicus:
management of an unusual localization
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ABSTRACT

We describe the case of a squamous cell carcinoma spreading to the skin and regional
lymph nodes from the umbilicus. Bilateral inguinal lymphadenectomy and a session
of electrochemotherapy with bleomycin 15 mg/m? were performed. However, because
of the development of new cutaneous nodules in the abdominopelvic region, we per-
formed targeted palliative therapy with erlotinib 150 mg/day. Targeted adjuvant ther-
apy was preferred to the use of a major cytotoxic agent because of the high risk of su-
perinfection and heart failure. Erlotinib produced a partial clinical response with re-
duction of the number and size of the skin nodules. CT scan performed after 60 days
of treatment did not show any new lesions.

To our knowledge, this is the first report of an umbilical metastatic squamous cell car-
cinoma treated with modern targeted therapy. This therapeutic strategy can be con-
sidered a valid palliative option in the management of metastatic cutaneous nodules
of this rare primary site.
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